
Working for Change 
 

The Working for Change forum is an effort to mobilize a core 

group of advocates, practitioners, philanthropists and public      

officials to act in concert to increase workers’ wages and improve 

workplace benefits.  The series is sponsored by the Community 

Service Society of New York (CSS) in collaboration with the 

Coalition on Human Needs.  We invite you to visit our website – 

www.cssny.org – for further information on the forum and to learn 

about efforts in New York City to raise the quality of life of low-

wage workers.  You may also contact Walter Fields, CSS Vice 

President for Government Relations and Public Affairs, at (212) 

614-5453 to determine how you can be an active participant in the 

Working for Change forum. 
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Join the discussion on how we can improve the lives of low-wage  
workers by making your voice heard on our Turnstile blog at 
http://turnstile.cssny.org/turnstile/ 
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Dear Participant, 
 
Thank you for joining us today and for the great response to what is 
one of the most pressing issues before our cities, states, and nation 
– putting people, particularly low-income people, to work.  Today’s 
forum, “Creating Jobs for Public Housing Residents/Section 3 
Enforcement in Public Housing,” features three experts on the 
front line of this issue.  John Trasvina, Assistant Secretary for Fair 
Housing and Equal Opportunity at HUD will provide an update on 
the department’s efforts to enforce Section 3.  In addition to Mr. 
Trasvina, we will have Aixa Aleman Diaz, Senior Legislative Assis-
tant to Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez (D-NY), and Victor Bach, 
Director of Housing Research at the Community Service Society. 
 
The presenters will discuss the opportunities and challenges in the 
Section 3 program.  Section 3 of the 1968 Housing Act requires 
HUD funds be used to maximize job training and opportunities for 
low-income residents.  I recently testified in New York and in Wash-
ington at the request of Representatives Velazquez and Maxine Wa-
ters (D-Ca) at The Future of Public Housing Congressional Hear-
ings/U.S. House Subcommittee on Housing and Community Oppor-
tunity.   
 
New York’s public housing program is the largest in the nation and is 
home to 180,000 households in 340 developments across the five 
boroughs, with a resident population of approximately 500,000 - its 
size comes close to matching the population of other major cities, 
like Boston and Cleveland.  New York’s public housing system is a 
major engine of economic activity within the New York City 
megaplex.  Today, we will explore how we can connect public hous-
ing residents to training and employment through Section 3 in public 
housing.   
 
Today’s forum is sure to begin a more in-depth, deeper national and 
local dialogue on how by using Section 3 your city and state might 
move forward to train and employ more public housing residents.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
David R. Jones 
President & CEO 
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